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POSTCOLONIAL TRAVEL WRITING: SOME CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES
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Thomas College, Kozhencherry, Kerala

Abstract
Postcolonial travel writing is a relatively new entrant in the field of travel writing. Travel

narratives in general have been considered, until recently, as embedded in colonial prejudice. But
postcolonial travel writing has subverted such notions of coloniality in the genre by demonstrating the
genre’s potential for cultural critiquing. However, critics still maintain divergent opinions with regard
to the authenticity of the anti-colonial stance of this sub-genre. Some critics are of the opinion that the
practitioners of this genre project an ethical and political sensibility against cultural otherness in their
works, whereas some others maintain that the medium is still a vehicle for cultural prejudice. Hence
the issue remains contentious and unresolved.
Keywords: Postcolonial, Travel, Culture, Colonial, Anti-colonial

The history of travel dates back to antiquity. Writing and travel are closely associated and the
traveler’s accounts are as old as fiction itself. Travel is a very multifaceted event that incorporates
diverse movements: real or imaginary, physical or mental, temporal or spatial and so on. Hence, as a
genre, travel writing includes resources of varied narrative techniques, tropes and themes. Glenn
Hooper and Tim Youngs, in their jointly edited work Perspectives on Travel Writing, have included
essays that pertain to the several matters that apprise and inform the genre. In the introduction to this
book, they write: “One of the persistent observations regarding travel writing, then, is its absorption
of differing narrative styles and genres, the manner in which it effortlessly blends any number of
imaginative encounters, and its potential for interaction with a broad range of historical periods,
disciplines and perspectives” (3).

Travel writing is a large and ever-changing genre. Commenting on the protean nature of the
genre Peter Hulme and Tim Youngs remark that “stories emerging from space travel, from virtual
travel, and from the ‘travails’ of the world’s refugees and migrants will doubtless continue to extend
the genre in the years to come” (10-11). Lately, the genre has been acknowledged as an opulent
reservoir of materials for scholarly inquiries in the fields of history, anthropology, literature, and
culture. That the genre is a perennial source of information for other branches of knowledge and
situations of human lives is indicative of the growing range and scope for exploration and inquiry in
this field. That travel writing had been significantly effective in validating the European colonial and
imperial enterprise, is one of the numerous features that facilitated its admittance in the academic
fields. Investigations in this direction have exposed the role of travel narratives—particularly those of
the colonial period—in promulgating European hegemony over non-European cultures. However, in
the postcolonial era, many writers have used their travel narratives to critique European imperialism.
They have used different narrative modes, styles, and techniques to subvert the dominant tropes of
European colonialism and imperialism. This corpus of writing is generally classified as postcolonial
travel writing. Robert Clarke defines the genre thus:

Neither a genre (a variety of writing) nor a sub-branch of the literary field (a ‘social
space’ of moral, political, and intellectual contest), postcolonial travel writing
describes an eclectic and expansive corpus of journey literature, and a transnational
collection of authors and readers attuned to the legacy and persistence of past forms of
colonialism and imperialism, as well as the emergence of new modes of cultural,
economic, and  political dominance in the era of globalization. (1)

Postcolonial writing, in general, as a body of literature, emerged in the 1980s. However,
postcolonial travel writing, as generally understood, is a corpus of travel narratives that started
emerging in the late 1980s. They are marked by features that set them apart from other travel
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The co-adsorption of thymohydroquinone
dimethyl ether (THQ) and coumarin present in the
aqueous extract of Ayapana triplinervis on mild
steel and its protection in hydrochloric acid up to
323 K: computational and physicochemical studies

Jeeja Rani AT, a Asha Thomas,a Mathew Kuruvilla,b Muhammed Arshada

and Abraham Joseph *a

This study evaluates the corrosion inhibition property of the aqueous and alcoholic leaf extracts of the

medicinal plant Ayapana triplinervis. The major components in the extracts are thymohydroquinone

dimethyl ether (THQ) and coumarin. It is clear from the weight-loss studies that the water extract of the

leaves (AYW) is superior to the alcoholic extract (AYA) in terms of offering corrosion inhibition. The 96%

efficiency of 4% (v/v) AYW in 0.5 N HCl at room temperature changes to 84.62% at 323 K. The mixed-

type inhibition behaviour of AYW shows slight dominance in the anodic direction. Studies suggest the

multilayer adsorption of phytochemicals on the metal surface and that the adsorption follows the

Temkin model. Theoretical studies using DFT and BIOVIA Materials Studio investigations establish THQ

as a good inhibitor with high adsorption characteristics. Even though the concentration of coumarin in

the extract is low, its presence in the extract facilitates the adsorption of THQ on the metal surface,

which is evident from the MD simulation study. The changes in the surface topography and elemental

composition of the metal specimen in the inhibited and uninhibited solution are monitored by SEM and

EDX spectral studies. XPS data support the presence of both THQ and coumarin on the metal surface

and the existence of co-ordinate bonding between the metal's d orbital and the O atoms of THQ.

Theoretical and experimental studies support the mixed mode of adsorption of THQ as physisorption

followed by chemisorption.

1 Introduction

Corrosion, though undesirable, is an unavoidable natural
process leading to the destruction of metals and alloys. This
material deterioration leads to environmental pollution to
different extents including loss of resources, maintenance
problems, serious damage to the entire ecosystem, and
economic recession. In this context, researchers and scientists
all over the world are in search of better and viable remedies to
resolve these problems.1,2 The use of eco-friendly inhibitors is
one of the accepted strategies for managing material dissolu-
tion in aggressive environments. In the early days, we used
synthetic organic and inorganic compounds as corrosion
inhibitors. However, recent environmental issues have made
scientists and researchers focus on these issues before applying
different chemicals as corrosion inhibitors. Hence, research in
the area of corrosion inhibitors is targeted at environmentally

benign, economically viable, easily available, and more effective
materials in terms of efficiency over synthetic ones.3–5 Most of
these requirements could be met by the usage of plant extracts
as corrosion inhibitors. Extracts can be made from leaves,
stems, roots, bark, fruits, peels, seeds, owers, and from the
entire plant itself. The extracts serve as efficient inhibitors as all
plant parts are ‘reservoirs’ of many phytochemicals that possess
several heteroatoms, aromatic rings, electron-rich groups, and
heterocyclic ring systems. These phytochemicals alone or their
synergistic interaction make the plant extract an effective
inhibitor for different metals in different environments. These
organic inhibitors mitigate the corrosion rate mainly by getting
adsorbed on the metal surface through their polar functional
groups and multiple bonds, while inorganic inhibitors reduce
the corrosion rate by inuencing the anodic or cathodic
processes of corrosion.6 Vashi et al. demonstrated Bacopa
monnieri leaf extract as an efficient corrosion inhibitor for Al in
HCl. This inhibitor shows a maximum efficiency of 91.85% at
1.2 g L�1. EI-Housseiny et al. investigated the inhibition ability
of Cannabis plant extract as a mixed-type inhibitor for Zn in
0.5 M sulphuric acid using electrochemical methods. Umoren
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LETTER

Efficacy in degradation of carcinogenic 
pollutant sulforhodamine B by green 
synthesized silver nanoparticles
Ramakrishnan Jayakrishnan1*  , Anju Joseph2 and Vinoy Thomas2 

Abstract 

Colloidal Silver nano-particles were grown at room temperature using leaf extract of Ocimum tenuiflorum. The silver 
nanoparticles suspended in the solution were found to be stable for over a period of 2 months. Structural, optical and 
photo catalytic behavior of the suspended silver (Ag) nano-particles (NPs) was characterized. From TEM analysis the 
size of the silver nanoparticles was estimated to be 25–30 nm. Our findings suggest that the ratio between the molar-
ity of AgNO3 and the volume of leaf extract does not have any role in controlling the size of the Ag nano-particles. 
These green synthesized Ag nano-particles exhibit degradation of the carcinogenic organic pollutant sulforhodamine 
B in absence of light.

Keywords:  Nano-fluids, Ag Nano-particles, Photo-catalysis

© The Author(s) 2021. Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, which 
permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the 
original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or 
other third party material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line 
to the material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory 
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this 
licence, visit http://​creat​iveco​mmons.​org/​licen​ses/​by/4.​0/.

Introduction
The emergence of nanotechnology and nano-medicine 
has opened an arena for research on bio-compactible 
materials with therapeutic potential. Silver is widely 
used in anti-microbial medicines, and in anti-biotic coat-
ings on surgical equipment [1]. Silver exhibits the high-
est thermal and electrical conductivity among all known 
metals. Biological activity of silver has been attributed 
to the Ag+ ion [2]. The advancements in the field of 
nano-science resulted in development of Silver nano-
particles (Ag-NPs) which exhibit unique physical and 
chemical properties [3]. The chemical stability, ability to 
exhibit localized surface plasma resonance, photo-cata-
lytic activity and high conductivity resulted in renewed 
research interest on this material [3–5]. With the advent 
of new research tools and techniques Ag-NPs have dem-
onstrated their applications in opto-electronic devices, 
food industry, cosmetics and antifungal effects and have 

eventually improved the tumor-killing properties of anti-
cancer drugs [6–9].

Compared to physical and chemical methods that are 
trending the green route stands at advantage in being 
less dependent on requirements of solvents, capping 
agents and reducing agents [10–12]. Ocimum tenuiflo-
rum also called the “Queen of the Herbs” is widely used 
in Indian Ayurveda for its diverse healing properties [11]. 
The leaves of Ocimum tenuiflorum contain a diversity of 
ingredients that have biological activity, including sapo-
nins, flavonoids, triterpenoids, and tannins [10–12]. It 
is well established that the biological activity of AgNPs 
is governed by factors like surface chemistry, size, size 
distribution, shape, particle morphology, particle com-
position, coating/capping, agglomeration and the type of 
reducing agents used for the synthesis of AgNPs [13–15]. 
The use of Ocimum tenuiflorum leaf extract for the pro-
duction of Ag-NPs has not been reconnoitered exten-
sively [16, 17]. The use of the medicinal plant extract also 
opens up the possibility of synthesizing bio-compactible 
Ag-NPs that may find diverse applications [18–20].

Sulforhodamine B is a carcinogenic dye which is used 
by scientists as a classical aromatic pollutant to study 
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Phytochemical screening of Hemigraphis colorata 

(Blume) H.G. Hallier 

 
Devi Priya M, Vinod Kumar TG and Francis Mathew 

 
Abstract 

Hemigraphis colorata (Blume) H.G. Hallier (syn: Hemigraphis alternata, family: Acanthaceae), is an 

exotic plant adapted to India. It is a versatile low-creeping perennial herb mostly valued as an ornamental 

plant. Since remote past, the leaves are ground into a paste and applied on fresh cut wounds to promote 

wound healing. Clinical studies also highlight its significant antimicrobial, anti-diabetic and anti oxidant 

activities. The present investigation present study was focused to evaluate the pharmacognostic and 

preliminary phytochemical properties of H. colorata leaves. The morphological and anatomical 

characters, quantitative microscopy, powder microscopy and the behavior of powdered sample with 

different reagents were recorded. Pharmacognostic study of crude drug would be essential for any 

advanced pharmaceutical research on this plant. 

 

Keywords: Hemigraphis colorata, Leaf, Phytochemical 

 

Introduction 

Hemigraphis colorata is an excellent indoor and outdoor plant, chiefly grown because of its 

attractive and vivid foliage. It prostrates and spreads with rooting stems when grown on 

ground, and on hanging baskets it cascades over beautifully. It is also used to decorate 

aquariums and goldfish bowls. The plant is well adapted to live in tropical climate. The plant 

is known by several vernacular names such as Aluminium plant, Cemetary plant, Metal leaf, 

Red flame Ivy, Waffle plant, Java Ivy etc. In Kerala it is known as ‘murikootti’ or ‘murian 

pacha’ (Fig 1). 

Hemigraphis is a versatile low-creeping perennial herb that reaches a height of 15 to 30 cm. 

The leaf has metallic purple lustre on upper surface and a solid dark purple on ventral side. 

The leaves are opposite, ovate to cordate, serrate-crenate, about 2 to 8 cm long and 4 to 6 cm 

wide, bearing well-defined veins. It blooms irregularly throughout the year in the tropics. 

Flowers are small (1 to 1.5 cm diameter), five lobed, bell shaped with imbricate bracts. These 

are white in colour with faint purple marks within and appear in terminal 2 to 10 cm long 

spikes. Capsules are small, slender, oval, linear and light green in colour. Seeds are small, flat 

and white in colour [1-3]. 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Habit of H. colorata 
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REFUGEE RESOURCES AND LABOUR MARKET INTEGRATION: A STUDY OF SRI 

LANKAN TAMIL REFUGEES IN TAMIL NADU, INDIA 
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ABSTRACT 

The growing population together with higher literacy and improved standards of living have 

made the issue of educated unemployment a major one and suddenly, the interest for activities out in 

the public sector has expanded. Be that as it may, the residential work advertise has encountered work 

lack and higher wage rate. The entry of refugees in the local work advertises close-by government 

approved camps is by all accounts an answer for the work deficiency in an incredible degree. There is 

no legitimate system for work that are available to Sri Lankan Tamil camp living refugees however 

evacuees are utilized in the chaotic part to enhance their employment. The refugees who relocated 

from the north and eastern territories of Sri Lanka were agriculturists and fisher folk. In Tamil Nadu, 

the work accessibility was restricted. They had to work as daily workers and take up salary generation 

exercises justified thorough physical work. The Indian Government has been providing education to 

refugee youngsters without having the arrangement for work opportunities in the public segment. 

Along these lines, refugees depend generally on the chaotic area for their salary. For the study, the 

researcher has visited a refugee camp in Thiruvallur district, Tamil Nadu and assembled data by the 
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